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BOOK I

been taken by a wooden puppet, which is hacked to pieces
in the same way.    The Galelareese of Halmahera say that
the Sultan of Ternate used annually to require some human
victims, who were cast into the crater of the volcano to save
Annual      the island from its ravages.1    In Java the volcano Bromo or
the"oicano Bromok is annually worshipped by people who throw offerings
Bromo in   of coco-nuts, plantains, mangoes, rice, chickens, cakes, cloth,
money, and so forth into the crater.2    To the Tenggereese,
an aboriginal heathen tribe inhabiting the mountains of which
Bromo is the central crater, the festival of making offerings to
the volcano is the greatest of the year.    It is held at full moon
in the twelfth month, the day being fixed by the high priest
Each household prepares its offerings the night before.    Very
early in the morning the people set out by moonlight for
Mount Bromo, men, women, and children all arrayed in their
best.    Before they reach the mountain  they must cross a
wide sandy plain, where the spirits of the dead are supposed
to dwell until by means of the Festival of the Dead they
obtain admittance to the volcano.     It is a remarkable sight
to see thousands of people streaming across the level sands
from three different directions.    They have to descend into
it from the neighbouring heights, and the horses break into
a gallop when, after the steep descent, they reach the level.
The  gay and  varied  colours of the  dresses, the  fantastic
costumes of the priests, the offerings borne along, the whole lit
up by the warm beams of the rising sun, lend to the spectacle
a peculiar charm.    All assemble at the foot of the crater,
where a market is held for offerings and refreshments.    The
scene is a lively one, for hundreds of people must now pay
the vows which they made during the year.    The priests sit
in a long row on mats, and when the high priest appears the
people pray, saying, " Bromo, we thank thee for all thy gifts
and benefits with which thou ever blessest us, and for which
we offer thee our  thank-offerings  to-day.     Bless  us, our
children, and our children's children."    The prayers over, the
high priest gives a signal, and the whole multitude arises
and climbs  the mountain.     On reaching the edge of the
1 A. C. Kruijt, Het Animismc in         * W. B. d'Almeida, Life  in Java
den Indischctt Archiptl (The Hague,      (London, 1864), i. 166-173.
1906), pp. 497 sq.